To:  Roseanna Cunningham, Minister for the Environment

The Scottish Parliament, EDINBURGH EH99 1SP                                                    Date: 
Roseanna.Cunningham.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
CROFTING:  A SPECIAL WAY OF LIFE
We are deeply concerned about the potentially invasive and detrimental legislation that is planned for crofting, including the implementation of the Shucksmith Report on Crofting, and the Government’s widely opposed plan to abolish the Bull Hire Scheme for crofters.   There is a grave danger that a whole and unique way of life will be lost forever, not only to today’s crofting families, but to future generations.  We therefore request that all our concerns are recorded, and addressed.
1. We oppose the Government adopting/implementing the Shucksmith Report.
2. We oppose any legislative changes to the Crofters Commission, other than to strengthen, and best facilitate, and implement, the existing provision and legislation.
3. We oppose the introduction of potentially deeply divisive groups of local committees, with jurisdiction over crofters and crofting activities, and inevitably therefore interfering with, and possibly obstructing, or preventing, the crofter’s legal access to the Crofters Commission.  We support the retention of, better training, and a clearly defined role for the Area Assessors.
4. We wish to protect, and retain, the right of the crofting tenant to pass the tenancy to his family, or person of his choosing, and to diversify, or decroft, where appropriate.   If he is no longer able to work his croft, he should be allowed to sublet the tenancy, to an existing or new crofter of his choosing.  This would allow absentee/inactive crofters to sublet to active crofters, while retaining title to the family property, or provide an opportunity for new crofters to trial and experience the crofting way of life without the initial financial burden that purchasing a tenancy would entail.
5. We oppose the Government’s plan to abolish the Bull Hire Scheme.  Crofting is a unique way of life that supports rural communities, and allows fragile remote areas and islands to remain populated and in good heart.  The Government must not therefore put a price on a service that provides security, stability, and supports fragile communities, while protecting and preserving a special environment, bio-diversity, and habitat.  There is no alternative.
6. We oppose HIE’s proposed role in crofting development.  Generations of crofters have been custodians of the land, with an inherent obligation to protect the heritage, and environmental qualities associated with that land. HIE’s stance consistently fails to take any account of crofters, or their land, and we consequently submit that HIE should have no role to play in the future of crofting, or crofting development.
7. We oppose the unfair distribution of LFASS, particularly when greenbelt arable land is awarded substantially higher financial support, contravening the legislative definition, purpose and aim of LFA support. We would also implore the Minister to review the SRDP scheme which has achieved so little for crofters.
8. We oppose the potential CAP reforms, which, if implemented, would effectively mean hundreds of crofters, with crofts of less than 3 hectares, would not get any SFP support.  
9. We strongly recommend that small crofting grants and schemes are urgently put in place, with easily accessible and non-restrictive entry qualifications, to enable participation according to individual means, ability, and circumstances. 
10. We submit that future crofting development should continue to be managed by the highly qualified personnel already staffing the Agricultural offices across the area.
   
Signed:                                                                                     
             

 

        Address:                                           
             

I am a member of the SCF (Scottish Crofting Foundation)  
(Delete as applicable)
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